THE  GREAT  SOCIAL  REVOLUTIONS
only intended to convey that the forms which armies
governments, churches and universities take are deter-
mined by the conditions of production. That, even if
we accept this interpretation, it is no more than a gratuit-
ous assertion has been shown. Moreover, though it
sounds logical, it is far from being logical. Is it possible
to believe for a moment that government, armies, wars,
religion and laws, science and opinions should have so
much less influence on economic conditions than agri-
culture, manufacture and wages have on the former ?
Life shows the contrary every day. How can any
phenomenon in this world be precluded from having
effects to infinity ? How can any link be broken out of
the chain of infinite causality ?
We can but repeat: the conditions of production
are as much influenced and determined by the different
elements of the superstructure, as these are by the eco-
nomic basis. In fact, the so-called superstructure is
itself quite as much the basis of production and of the
conditions of production as the latter are its basis. In
Marx's theory the true relation between the phenomena
of life and history is obscured and distorted. Marxist
historiography does not care for facts; it has no use for
induction; it is entirely deductive. It does not trouble
to investigate the causal connection of facts, which is
always assumed beforehand; it does not dven trouble
to examine the chronological order of events. The eru-
ditions of production are the cause, once for all, and the
rest follows. If the facts are not in accordance with the
theory, so much the worse for the facts. They can,
besides, always be arranged so as to suit the theory.
Consequently, Marxist historiography Js, on the whole,
a falsification of history, though committed uncon-
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